The great graﬁltl plague

Mere scrawis are out. W i o v s o S S e e e T
Huge "masterpxeces’ -
are the latest thing.
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Cleaning the stuff off
is costing the oty
about 10 milicn a yaar
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subway “hitting” would bring them more trouble
than fame.

Join United GrafTiti Artists, he told them,
ard we'll try for some real acknowledgment.
There are 20 members now, a number limited
by the size of Martines” one-bedroom apart-
ment on W, 89th St where the club meets every
Tuesday night to paint. He says there's a waiting
list of 43,

At these meetings, Martinez" wife Robin and
their &month-old son, whose nickname is
Eric 89, look on while kids from 14 to 21 sit
everywhere painting and sketching their names
and numbers and, in a few cases, those of their
girl friends. Martinez, a bearded Puerto Rican
in his early 20s who himself grew up on the
West Side, said 14 of the 20 members come from
broken homes, two are married and all except
two are black or Puerto Rican.

The organization has a comstitution which
contains three main commandments: no writ-
ing on any public property; no stealing: and,
above all, no writing over anyone else’s name.
Penalty is dismissal from the group.

“The main characternstc of these kids is
siyle,” Martinez said, “Style is the way they
write, the way they dress, the way they talk.
Style and quantity are the main qualifications
for membership."”

To some, style might be equated with ego,
“Just be sure you spell their names right,”
Martinez said. “One of the members saw his
name spelled wrong in a newspaper arnticle and
he flipped.”

What has the group accomplished?

So far, Martinez said his group has worked
on a mural at City College. and painted a series
of 24 canvases for the Joffrey Ballet, executed
on stage while the dancers were performing in
front of them. Also, their work is st to go on
exhibition in June at the New York Cultural
Center.

As for the kids themselves, their main
reasons for joining “oo be famous,” o
spray paint as much as possible” and “to keep
from getting busted.”

As lar as the city fathers and the Transit
Authority are concerned, this new escalation
of the graffiti eraze, art or not, is straining their
manpower and resources still further. Isenberg
complains bitterly absowt the paint manulac-
turer's failure o make spray paints that are
more casily removed. “You wouldn't believe
how barren the technology is,”” he said. “As far
as we've progressed in making substances that
are ¢asier to clean, we're still in the 19th cen-
tury, To correct this,” he said, "we're bringing
in technical people from the industry o try o
develop more easily removable substances."”

Also, the city has been in contact with the
Mational Acronautics and Space Administra-
tion, which developed a host of substances with
special qualifications in its all-out effort o
Pul a man on the moon.

A man on the moon by 1970, A city withouwt
graffiti by 19807 O

To clean graliti off & single Subway Cir COSts 6.000 tokens and takes a crew the size of that assembled hare. Bacause
thi Spray pamits ang lead-based, the work of sanding off what the kids call a “masterpiece’” can be unhealthy as well as
difficult. Hugo Martinez has persuaded one amall group of lesnagers to paint their masterpieces on canvas instead
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